Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Text 


CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 01 MOSCOW 00883 211828Z 

67 

ACTION EUR-08 

INFO OCT-01 SS-14 ISO-OO NSC-05 NSCE-00 CIAE-00 DODE-OO 

PM-03 INR-05 RSC-01 PRS-01 EB-03 L-01 /042 W 

112319 

R 211519Z JAN 75 
FM AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 6408 
INFO AMEMBASSY BELGRADE 
AMEMBASSY BERLIN 
USMISSION US BERLIN 
AMEMBASSY BUCHAREST 
AMEMBASSY BUDAPEST 
USMISSION GENEVA 
AMCONSUL LENINGRAD 
AMCONSUL MUNICH 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 
AMEMBASSY PRAGUE 
AMEMBASSY SOFIA 
AMEMBASSY WARSAW 

CONFIDENTIAL MOSCOW 0883 

LIMDIS 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR, UR, US 

SUB J : FMA OFFICIAL ON SOVIET TRADE BILL REFUSAL 

1. DURING JANUARY 20 COURTESY CALL ON HIM BY POLITICAL 
COUNSELOR, L.M. MAKSUDOV, CHIEF OF INFORMATION 
DIVISION OF MFA, IN CONTEXT DISCUSSION OF IMPROVEMENT 
U.S.-SOVIET RELATIONS OVER LAST THREE YEARS, RAISED 
SOVIET REFUSAL TO ACCEDE TO PROVISIONS OF TRADE BILL. 

IN THIS REGARD, HE NOTED WARM PERSONAL UNDERSTANDING 
WHICH HAD BEEN QUICKLY REACHED BY BREZHNEV AND 
PRESIDENT FORD AND HIGH HOPES RAISED IN MOSCOW 
AS RESULT VLADIVOSTOK MEETING. HE THEN CONTRASTED 
THIS WITH GREAT DISAPPOINTMENT SOVIET FELT ONLY 
A SHORT TIME THEREAFTER WHEN THEY SAW ACTUAL 
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VIOLATED 1972 U.S.-SOVIET ECONOMIC 
AGREEMENT. 

2. MAKSUDOV INSISTED THAT ACTUAL LANGUAGE USED IN 
TRADE BILL WAS CONTRARY TO INTERNATIONAL NORMS OF 
CONDUCT. TO HIGHLIGHT THIS HE SWITCHED FROM 
RUSSIAN TO ENGLISH TO QUOTE VERBATIM WHAT HE 
DESCRIBED AS THE OFFENSIVE LANGUAGE OF THE TRADE 
BILL REGARDING COMMUNIST-RULED OR DOMINATED 
"NON-MARKET ECONOMIES." 

3. TONE OF MAKSUDOV'S REMARKS IN THIS REGARD WAS 
SERIOUS. BUT MORE REGRETFUL THAN HOSTILE. HE WAS 
VERY FRIENDLY THROUGHOUT INTERVIEW AND DESCRIBED IN 
DETAIL THE ACTIVITIES OF HIS DIVISION, WHICH HAD ONLY 
BEEN ESTABLISHED IN 1968 AND ABOUT WHICH WE KNEW NOTHING 
PREVIOUSLY. MAKSUDOV'S POSITION IS A MODERATELY 
IMPORTANT ONE SINCE HIS DIVISION IS CHARGED WITH. 

AMONG OTHER THINGS, TRANSMITTING POLICY GUIDANCE 
TO SOVIET EMBASSIES. WE HAD STRONG FEELING, IN 
FACT. THAT HIS DISQUISITION ON THE TRADE BILL 
MAY WELL HAVE BEEN DIRECT QUOTATION FROM GUIDANCE 
WHICH HIS DIVISION RECENTLY FURNISHED TO SOVIET 
EMBASSIES ABROAD. 

4. FULL ACCOUNT OF THIS CONVERSATION WILL BE 
FORWARDED BY AIRGRAM. 

STOESSEL 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: Z 
Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 
Channel Indicators: n/a 
Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: TRADE LAW, TEST, INSTRUCTIONS, FOREIGN POLICY POSITION, ECONOMIC AGREEMENTS, DIPLOMATIC DISCUSSIONS 

Control Number: n/a 
Copy: SINGLE 
Draft Date: 21 JAN 1975 
Decaption Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Decaption Note: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: GolinoFR 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975MOSCOW00883 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: GS 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750023-0251 
From: MOSCOW 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 97501 34/aaaabdpv.tel 

Line Count: 89 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: LIMDIS 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: GolinoFR 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 01 MAY 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <01 MAY 2003 by ShawDG>; APPROVED <05 MAY 2003 by GolinoFR> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
05 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: FMA OFFICIAL ON SOVIET TRADE BILL REFUSAL 
TAGS: PFOR, UR, US 
To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



